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Title 
Strenghtening the existing HELCOM recommendations for industrial releases of hazardous substances by 
utilizing existing information produced under the EU Industrial Emissions Directive.   

Submitted by: 
HAZBREF project 

Description of measure 
Strenghten the existing HELCOM recommendations for industrial releases of hazardous substances.  This 
should be done by updating regularly the HELCOM Recommendation “25/2 Reduction of emissions and 
discharges from industry by effective use of BAT” and other sector specific industrial Recommendations 
by utilising information (produced in the preparation) of EU BAT reference documents under the 
Industrial Emissions Directive (IED BREF process). The BREFs (and information collected during the BREF 
process) include information on hazardous substances used and discharged from industry and measures 
to reduce these emissions. By highlighting information on Baltic Sea relevant hazardous substances and 
their reduction measures for specific industrial sources  in HELCOM recommendations would help to 
target measures on relevant sources and substances. 
 
The information of hazardous substances provided by BREFs and the preparation process could also be 
used to update the HELCOM indicators and monitoring programmes. 
 

Activity:  

Industrial uses (oil, gas, industrial plants)  
Waste waters (urban, industrial, and industrial animal farms) 

Pressure: 
Input of other substances (e.g. synthetic substances, non-synthetic substances, radionuclides) — diffuse 
sources, point sources, atmospheric deposition, acute events 

State: 
Hazardous substances 

Extent of impact: 
Baltic wide scale (industrial releases of hazardous substances) 

Effectiveness of measure 
By utilizing already available EU BREF information on relevant hazardous substances and measures for 
specific industrial sectors the implementation of actions in the Baltic Sea region can be targeted in an 
effective way. Currently the sources of hazardous substances are poorly known and hence identifying 
potential sources and the measures to curb them in industry should be emphasized in a more 
comprehensive way. By addressing relevant hazardous substances and their sources HELCOM 
recommendations would provide both authorities and industry better and targeted information how to 
curb emissions of hazardous substances. Ultimately, the source information should be streamlined with 
the monitoring of the status and pollution loads in the Baltic Sea region.  

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
This action is utilizing already existing data on hazardous substances and the measures required legally 
under the IED and is thereby cost-effective. 

Feasibility: 
The requirements of IED are legally binding for EU member states and thereby the information to be 
derived from EU BREFs are already technically and economically feasible for EU member States in the 
region. The proposed action highlights the hazardous substances that should be addressed in the Baltic 
Sea region and the measures to reduce the releases of these substances. 
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Follow-up of measure: 
 

Background material: 
Documents of the HAZBREF project presented at PRESSURE 11-2019 (Improved exchange and 
utilization of data on hazardous substances between EU legal frameworks and HELCOM, 
document 6-2) and at PRESSURE 9-2018 (Utilization of BREF information for HELCOM work on 
hazardous substances, document 7-9) 
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